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Developing Music Literacy Through

Conversational Solfege™

UNIT 8
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1) READINESS ACTIVITIES
- Teach by ROTE the following songs or choose other songs with the same tonal content.
- Evoke solo responses from all choristers as often as possible.
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Do not proceed further until choristers can individually sing the above songs.
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2) CONVERSATIONAL SOLFEGE™ ACTIVITIES
(Students do not see notation in this section)

ROTE ACTIVITIES

- Director sings each of the following patterns with tonal
syllables.

- Choristers repeat each pattern with ronal syllables.

- Evoke solo responses from all choristers as often as
possible.
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Do not proceed further until all choristers
can individually repeat by ROTE the above
patterns with accuracy.

DECODE - FAMILIAR PATTERNS

- The director plays on an instrument or sings with
neutral syllables those patterns learned in the ROTE
portion of this section.

- Choristers repeat each pattern with ronal syllables.

- Evoke solo responses from all choristers as often as
possible.
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DECODE - UNFAMILIAR PATTERNS

- The director plays on an instrument or sings with
neutral syllables the following unfamiliar pattemns.

- Choristers repeat each pattermn with ronal syllables.
(Also review the rhythm syllables for each pattern.)

- Evoke solo responses from all choristers as often as
possible.
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DECODE - FAMILIAR SONGS

- The director plays on an instrument or sings with text,
songs learned in the READINESS section of this
unit in four beat segments.

- Choristers repeat each four beat segment using tonal
syllables.

- Choristers sing the entire song with ronal syllables.
(Also review the rhythm syllables for the songs.)

- Evoke solo responses from all choristers as often as
possible.

DECODE - UNFAMILIAR SONGS

- The director plays on an instrument or sings the
following songs (or other hymns and songs with the
same tonal content) with the text or with neutral
syllables in four beat segments.

- Choristers repeat each four beat segment using tonal
syllables.

- Choristers sing the entire song with ronal syllables.
(Also review the rhythm syllables for the songs.)

- Evoke solo responses from all choristers as often as
possible.
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GREAT BIG HOUSE

Folk Song
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Do not proceed further until all choristers
can individually DECODE the above songs
with accuracy.

CREATE

- The director should sing tonal patterns with tonal
syllables

- Choristers should create a pattern different from the
directors and ing it with tonal syllables.

- Evoke solo responses from all choristers as often as
possible.

3) READING ACTIVITIES (Students look at notation
from flash cards, transparencies, chalkboard, handouts,
hymnals, etc.)

Do not proceed further until all choristers
can individually CREATE tonal patterns
with accuracy.

ROTE

- The director shows patterns leamned in the CONVER-
SATIONAL section of this unit on the staff and
sings each pattern with tonal syllables.

- Choristers read and repeat each pattern with tonal
syllables by ROTE.

- Evoke solo responses from all choristers as often as
possible.

DECODE - FAMILIAR PATTERNS

- The director shows patterns leamed in the CONVER-
SATIONAL section of this unit on the staff.

- Choristers silently DECODE each pattern and then sing
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steal a-way home, I aint got long

to stay here.

each pattern with tonal syllables. (Also review the
rhythm syllables for each pattern.)

- Evoke solo responses from all choristers as often as
possible.

DECODE - UNFAMILIAR PATTERNS

- The director shows the following unfamiliar patterns.

- Choristers silently DECODE each pattern and then sing
each pattem with tonal syllables. (Also review the
rhythm syllables for each pattern.)

- Evoke solo responses from all choristers as often as
possible.
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DECODE - FAMILIAR SONGS

- The director should show songs on the staff which were learned in the READINESS and CONVERSATIONAL

sections.

- Choristers silently DECODE each four beat phrase and then sing each phrase using tonal syllables of this unit.
- Choristers should READ entire songs with tonal syllables. (Also review the rhythm syllables for the songs.)

- Evoke solo responses from all choristers as

often as possible.

DECODE - UNFAMILIAR SONGS (Sight reading)
- The director should show the following unfamiliar songs (or other hymns and songs that contain the same tonal

content).

- Choristers silently DECODE each four beat phrase and then sing each phrase using tonal syllables.
- Choristers should READ entire songs with tonal syllables. (Also review the rhythm syllables for the songs.)

- Choristers should READ entire songs.

ROCKY MOUNTAIN
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DO, DO PITY MY CASE
American Folk Song
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